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mills. I have seen here that more than 75 per cent of the women
wear mill-made saris. This is a matter for shame. We do not
want our workers to stand before machines, like so many soulless
things. There is dharma in wearing a sari in which the worker
has revealed his skill and poured out his heart. Choose an auspi-
cious day and sign this pledge on that day. Our Shastras say that,
when a good idea occurs to one, that is the auspicious day and the
auspicious hour and moment. We need not go to an astrologer
for the purpose. You may approach one when you have something
wicked to do, but then approach one who will not recommend
any hour for such a purpose. This is no time in India for me
or anyone else to make speeches and for you to listen. The need
of the hour is work. I shall deem myself rewarded when some of
the women here start spinning and weaving.

[From Gujarati]
Gujarat Mitra am Gujarat Darpan> 1-6-1919

298.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, SURAT
May 26, 1919
I am extremely sorry I have to talk to you sitting, and I
apologize to you. The fact is that I am not quite fit. I hear it
said, I get reports from all over India, that the satyagraha in the
country has been abandoned* This proceeds from sheer lack of
understanding. I have been able to see that even satyagrahis
in India have not understood what satyagraha means* It is easy
enough to see then that others, the vast majority of the people
who have not studied satyagraha and have not signed the Satyagraha
Pledge, cannot understand it. I should have thought of this in
the very beginning. That I did not do so was my error and I have
admitted as much. Let no one conclude from this admission that
satyagraha can ever stop even for a moment. Those who have
taken the Satyagraha Pledge and understood its meaning very
well will know that it has not at all been abandoned, not even for
a moment. I shall try to explain what it means. It has been
stated in the Satyagraha Pledge itself that, so long as the Rowlatt
Bills are not repealed, civil disobedience should be committed in
respect of such laws as the committee may decide. This, however,
is only one part of the Pledge, and not a very important one at
that* Moreover, a satyagrahi should have certain qualities to be
entitled to disobey laws,